
An interview with a Spanish girl named Ingrid

Ingrid came to Germany because she wanted to learn German. And she wanted to go to Germany
because since the crisis in Spain the Spanish have had an extremely positive view of Germany.
Everything is “good, socially, economically”, even her mother urged her to go to Germany. Germany
is all the media. There is much stress in Spain, all the news is negative.

Ingrid studied English and French in Spain.

Q: What was your opinion about the German people before you came to Germany?

A: I thought the Germans were cold and distant.

Q: How did your opinion change after you came here?

A: I think that the Germans are very welcoming and friendly but not as warm as the Spanish. On the
whole I feel welcome in Germany.

Q: What do you like in Germany?

A: My favourite food is the German bread and pretzel. The Germans have many different sorts of
breat. My favourite cities are Freiburg, Heidelberg and Stuttgart, but I like Heidelberg best because of
its architecture and because it´s a small city.

Q: Which problems did you have or do you still have here in Germany?

A: The language was my main barrier when I came to Germany. I didn´t know what to answer
because my German level was not good enough. And a second problem is that I don´t know when I
have to use “Sie” or “Du”. So in difficult situations I choose “Sie”. But I didn´t have any real cultural
problems. In Spain “tuteo” is normal. You show respect through your body language and your
behavior.

Q: What is the main difference between Germany and Spain?

A: In Spain people are more flexible and time is not such an important factor. For example if you
forget to hand in your homework at university you won´t be criticized and you can hand it in later.
And appearances are important. You avoid open conflicts, you don´t make it obvious when you
dislike somebody. There is more “fake” in Spain. We are also family-centred and like to have meals
together. “I eat when I am hungry” is something I find shocking. Spaniards eat when it is time for
lunch or dinner.

Q: So, all in all, what´s your opinion about Germany?

A: My stay Germany is interesting and I am learning many things about the German culture and the
German people. But my favourite climate zone is more likely the Mediterranean zone and I miss my
friends at home.


